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an action, and but for the new scheme of which his head
was full Monk was as far from his end as ever. His
new idea was to send Morgan by sea to destroy the
Eoyalist winter-quarters in Caithness, while he himself
covered Inverness. It was a stroke which Middleton
would clearly be compelled to parry by an offensive move-
ment to the south or a march into Caithness. Either
would suit Monk's disposition, and Morgan prepared to
embark. The effect was immediate. Two days later
Middleton was seen by the garrison at Blair Athol, and
in two more Morgan was lying in wait at Braemar and
Monk in hot pursuit over the Grampians on the Eoyalist
track. Through the Drumouchter Pass and Badenoch
his recruited column swept, and on into Athol, ravaging
as it went, till Athol was as black and desert as Lochaber
and Kintail. From Breadalbane the chase turned west-
ward, and now so close did Monk dog the enemy's steps
that not a levy could be held, and their forces began
rapidly to shrink from exhaustion.

From Loch Tay through Glen Dochart, from Glen
Lochy through Strathfillan, the pursuit continued to the
head of Loch Awe. The Cavalier chiefs were resolved
to force Argyle to take one side or the other, and here
they had caught him in Glenorchy's castle. But the
siege was not two days old when Monk was upon them
and raised it. Foiled in their great scheme on Argyle
they doubled back into Perthshire, but still there was
no rest. While he ravaged Glenorchy and Glenstrea
Monk detached a brigade to keep them moving, and
Middleton began to see the end was near. What his
enemy's activity left undone the wrangling of his friends
was completing, and harassed past bearing with their intoopped           >;
